
LANETT — The Cham-
bers County Circuit Clerk’s
Valley Annex Office has
moved into the new Cham-
bers County Commission
Annex at 610 S. Gilmer Ave.
in Lanett (the newly remod-
eled CharterBank building).

The office is on the sec-
ond floor of the building.
There is elevator access to
the second floor. The office
there will still handle small
claims and district civil fil-
ings along with court ordered
payment receipting.

Glenda McClain will still
be the office manager as she
was at the Valley Annex. The

new phone number at the Cir-
cuit Clerk’s Office is 334-644-
7068. Most of the offices locat-
ed there only changed the first
three digits of their number to
644 with the last four digits
remaining the same as the
numbers listed in the current
phone directory.

Offices hours will continue
to be 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday, closing
from 12:30 p.m. until 1:30
p.m. each day for lunch.

Also, to help relieve traf-
fic congestion, City Clerk
Charles Story recommends
that citizens come to the
new office utilizing the 6th
Street entrance. The City of
Lanett has reactivated the

VALLEY — The City of
Valley is celebrating Textile
Heritage Month with three
major events – a kickoff
meeting, a fun, storytelling
get together and a regional
meeting of the Southern
Textile Heritage Corridor.

At the Tuesday kickoff
meeting at Valley Communi-
ty Center, a crowd gathered
inside the Bobby Crowder
Room heard updates on a
$200,000 Brownfields grant
the city has received and a
presentation from an Auburn
University professor on how
cities like Valley can experi-
ence growth without sacrific-
ing its sense of place.

In introducing the speak-
ers, Mayor Arnold Leak said
the Southern textile indus-
try was rapidly becoming
something of the past. This
is something that’s been
going on in many textile
towns from Montgomery to

Richmond along I-85. These
communities have now
formed an organization
known as the Southern Tex-
tile Heritage Corridor. Val-
ley City Clerk Martha Cato
serves as its president.

“It’s not just about her-
itage, it’s also about practi-
cality,” Mayor Leak said.

It offers a good forum, he
said, for people from textile
communities to discuss such
issues as what they’re doing
with their abandoned mill
buildings.

Valley has two such prop-
erties, Langdale Mill and
Riverdale Mill. The city has

a goal of restoring them to
new uses. “We have a long
way to go, but with people
like Camilla Warren, Dan
Grogan and Cheryl Morgan
helping us, we feel like we
can get there.”

Warren said it was
always good to come to Val-
ley and that she was very
pleased the city was
approved for a $200,000
grant. She said it was most
impressive that Valley was
one of only three cities
selected for one of these
grants who has already
named a consultant.

Mactec, Inc. will be serv-
ing in that role.

Mactec spokesman Dan
Grogan talked about what
his company will be doing in
Valley in the coming
months. He said there
would be an overall commu-
nity assessment and assess-
ment of multiple sites.

“We’re looking at your
town as a whole,” he said.
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GOOD
DAY

Bible Thought

Weather

Lake Elevation

Temperature
Yesterday’s High . . . . . . 75°
Yesterday’s  Low . . . . . . 70°
Today at 8 AM . . . . . . . 71°

Rainfall
Yesterday’s Rainfall . 0.15”
Month to Date. . . . . . 0.15”
Year to Date . . . . . . 30.30”
More Weather . . . . . . . . . 2

Win For Life
3-17-19-32-35-38 FB:02

Georgia Fantasy 5
2-15-16-20-30

Georgia Cash 3-Wednesday
2-2-1 (PM)

Florida Fantasy 5
11-16-21-24-28

Inside Today

Lottery

Briefly Told . . . . . . . . . . 2
Classified . . . . . . . . . . . 13
Comics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Crossword . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Dear Abby . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Deaths . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Lifestyles. . . . . . . . . . . 4-5
Opinion . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Sports . . . . . . . . . . . 10-11
Stock Market . . . . . . . . . 2
TV Schedule . . . . . . . . . 7

West Point Lake
Today  . . . . . . . . . . . 622.91
Yesterday . . . . . . . . 623.13
Full Pool . . . . . . . . . 635.00
Generation . . . . . . 3pm-8pm
(Generation schedule is subject to change without notice)

Water Temp . . . . . . . . . 80°

Be still, and know
that I am God: I
will be exalted
among the heathen,
I will be exalted in
the earth.

Psalm 46:10

Check out The Valley Times-News Online Edition at www.valleytimes-news.com

KIA HIRING DISCUSSED — Georgia Department of Labor
Commissioner Michael Thurmond (at left) talks about the coop-
eration between his department, the Quick Start program and
Kia that’s leading up to the hiring of employees for the Kia Motors
Manufacturing Georgia (KMMG) plant in West Point. “The
Department of Labor, Kia and Quick Start are joined at the hip,”

he said at a Monday meeting at West Georgia Technical Col-
lege’s Callaway Center for International Business Development.
“This is one of the best economic development projects in Geor-
gia history, and we’re all committed in a partnership of success.”
At center is Kevin Kim, KMMG senior manager, and at right,
Eddie Jin, KMMG senior director. (Photo by Billy Earle)

Kia previews its
hiring process

LaGRANGE – Kia
Motors Manufacturing
Georgia Inc. (KMMG) gave
a preview of its hiring plan
to state officials and techni-
cal college presidents at two
separate meetings this past
Friday and Monday.

“We’re going to need peo-
ple who are flexible, who
accept and welcome change,
and are comfortable in team
environments,” Kia Human
Resources Director Randy
Jackson told a group of pres-
idents and vice presidents of
economic development from
Columbus, Flint River, Grif-
fin, West Georgia and West
Central technical colleges.

“Let your students and
graduates know that we’re
going to have high stan-
dards,” Jackson said at the
Friday meeting. “And those
high standards will create
job security. If we make a
good product, customers will
buy it. And our team success
results in job security.”

At a separate Monday
meeting at West Georgia
Technical College’s Call-
away Center for Interna-
tional Business Develop-
ment, the Kia team
reviewed the history and
scope of the $1 billion pro-
ject for Department of
Labor Commissioner
Michael Thurmond and
more than two dozen DOL
executives and directors.

The presentation includ-
ed aerial photographs of the
Kia site, plans for the layout
of the facility and updates
on construction of the
assembly plant.

“Everything is going as
scheduled,” said Eddie Jin,
senior director for the Kia
project in West Point, whose
presentation also included a
slide show of construction
images from the site.

Jin explained that once
the application process
begins, the Department of
Labor Career Centers in the
region around West Point
will play a critical role in
providing assistance and
Internet access to the thou-
sands of people that are
expected to apply.

“I would like to express
my deep appreciation for
your cooperation in this
effort,” Jin told Thurmond
and the DOL staff. “Hiring
qualified employees is our
top priority, and your role is
very important.”

When Kia begins the hir-
ing process later this fall,
all applications will have to
be submitted online at
www.kiajobsingeorgia.com.
The Georgia Department of
Labor will provide assis-
tance and computer work-
stations for anyone who
doesn’t have other Internet
access. Qualified applicants
will then go through pre-
employment training

Special to The VT-N

Troup fares extremely well in SACS review

LaGRANGE — Meeting
to receive the Southern
Association of College and
Schools Quality Review
Team’s oral accreditation
exit report, Troup County
School Board members,
along with the school sys-
tem’s administrators
received some good news
Wednesday afternoon.

The team, led by retired
educator Joe Wilson and
consisting of educators from

other school systems, rec-
ommended without reserva-
tion that it be awarded dis-
trict accreditation as a qual-
ity school system.

The report, Wilson said,
will go through several
reviews before it’s finalized.

Among the items
reviewed were documenta-
tion, stakeholders, data,
strengths, communication,
fiscal management and
accomplishments, which he
said show whether a school
system has the capacity to
meet requirements for
accreditation.

Stakeholders inter-
viewed were Superinten-
dent Edwin Smith, board of
education members, 12 cen-
tral office personnel, 21
principals, 39 administra-
tors, 101 parents and busi-
ness partners and 111
teachers, paraprofessionals
and other school personnel.

The team, Wilson said,
sought a district perspec-
tive, pursued evidence that
could be correlated through
multiple sources and exam-
ined content and capacity of
the school system in rela-

tion to its vision, mission
and beliefs.

“I have never been to a
school district that’s vision
was known throughout the
district as it is in Troup
County,” he said.

Strengths discussed were
the superintendent and
board of education, district
leadership, continuity of
senior leadership, visible
district leaders, channels of
communication, a truly car-
ing faculty and a sense of
community.

•See TROUP, page 12

•See CLERK, page 12

•See HERITAGE, page 12

•See KIA, page 14

THE LANETT ANNEX — The Chambers County Commis-
sion’s Lanett Annex is home to six offices. Included are Probate,
Veteran’s Affairs, Circuit Clerk, District Attorney’s and Voter
Registrar offices. A former CharterBank location, the two-story
building offers much more space than the previous annex in
Shawmut. It’s also a convenient location for those who live on
the eastern end of Chambers County. (Photo by Wayne Clark)

Circuit clerk has office
in new Lanett annex

KICKING OFF TEXTILE HERITAGE MONTH — On Tuesday, the City of Valley began a cele-
bration of Textile Heritage Month with a kickoff meeting at Valley Community Center. City offi-
cials and interested citizens heard updates on a $200,000 Brownfields assessment grant the
city has received and a presentation from Cheryl Morgan of Auburn University’s Urban Studio,
who talked about the pros and cons of development and the importance of choosing creative
development over sprawl. Shown above, from left, are Morgan, EPA Brownfields Project Man-
ager Camilla Warren, Mayor Arnold Leak and Dan Grogan and Bob Schmitter of Mactec, Inc.,
which is serving as a consultant on the city’s Brownfields project. (Photo by Wayne Clark)
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celebration with Tuesday program
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